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Cochabamba, 1550-1900: Colonialism and Agrarian Transformation in
Bolivia. By Brooke Larson. (Durham: Duke University Press, 1998. xxvii +

422 pp. Maps, charts, tables, appendix, notes, glossary, bibliography, index.
$64.95 cloth, $19.95 paper.)

Catalogue readers or bookstore browsers might be curious why a
decade old 370 page book on agrarian history in Cochabamba Bolivia would
be reissued in an expanded edition. It is not old enough to be out-of-print nor
recent enough to be in high demand. As far as length and subject matter,
Cochabamba, 1550-1900 might seem an odd choice in these days of short,
some would say "lite," academic texts that tend less and less to cover
questions of political economy. Yet those who know this work, as well as
those new readers who will benefit from a foreword by William Roseberry
and a new concluding chapter by Brooke Larson, will understand Duke
University Press' s decision.
Larson examines the creation of colonial society in Cochabamba and
its legacy in the modern era. To do so, she follows the transformation of the
local people from native to Indian to peasant, paying particular attention to
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In light of the important reflections on the book by Roseberr, and
the author herself, and the quality and relevance of Cochabamba, 1550-'990,
the decision to reissue it is clearly a good one.
Charles F. �alker
Department of Hstory
University of California, Javis
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